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EXPERT ADVICE
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ASK THE EXPERT

PLAN N ING 101
Loccipros gfve us tfue scihrp *n wfu*r ro do-cmei u,/tcr nor rc do
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rE{ECAKE
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KELLI DUFFY
Cake Carouse

cakecarausel.cam

wHfN TO B00K: A trride shou d
book her cake s x months to a
year in advance.

COMMSN MISTAKES; ChOOSiNg

a cake artist who does not have
experience rn the f ield; not

il' d'l F i.:, Ef fl i,5i" l,i'
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YVETTE AUDRAIN
Prem erSpecia Events

p re m i e rs p e c i a I eve nts. c a n1

't li.tij il i iiir illi"lriiIiril; N,4ore
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research ng a prospective cake
maker's work.

soO* {u€sTtoN$ T0 ASK:
How many cakes do you book
per weekend?You want your
cake to be cared for a nd not
rushed due to overbookrng.
l low many years of exper ence
do you have?

WHAT M,q{E$ {.'S *PECIAL: WE

ofler a del c ous cake that also
looks beaut fu . We've been
in bus ness for more than 30
years, and we take the trme
to get to know the couples we
work w th and the style that
bestftsthe rwedding.

EEST PAHT *F OUR JOB:
Seelng the f in shed product
de iveredandsetup.The
c ng on the cake js rece ving

a thank you ortalkingwith a

br de a year later.

than 20 years. I was on the
vendor side n off-prem ses
cater ng for more than 10 years
before launch ng Prem er
Spec a Events. I use those skllls
every day for our brides, srnce
caterlng and venue are usual y
the argest cost.

rila-:= t 1,\ i+tlr:r As ear y as
possible. Often brides come
to a p anner and have already
overspent. A plan ner ca n give
you sound adv ce on how to
priorit ze and properly al ocate
your budget before you start
shopp ng. A good planner wr I

a so save you time by narrowing
down vendors that speciallze in

what you need at your pr ce.
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ALEX HAM
Alex Ham Photography

a I e xh a m p h otogra p h y. c o nt

"riF.4.El ihl "aFin *tiiill".:!:i}:$; 11 years

#i..:ii:*r't'* i]*{},ti; Typica ly, most
of my br des book about s x
months to a year out.

iltqj'1t i{i.&*;Fir Ask about a pho

iiii: jil "ir-l r\qr. A Ways ask whO
w ll betheactual pianneron
your b g day t might not be
the person you nitial y meet.
You're enter ng a re at onshlp
and you want to be sure the
planner that you have gTown

to trustw L bethere onyour
big day. Ask to see prior work
and references. Any profes-
srona planner w ll be more than
happy to provide these items.
Askabout nsurance and what
happens f, for some reason,
your specrf ic planner becomes
unavailab e. Not all p anners
operate w th adequate nsur
ance or backup p ans and the
on ytime a bride actual y earns
this is when there s a probiem.

tographer's background and
experience. Have the photog-
rapher show you samp es from
one wedding nstead ofjust
high ights of great shots f rom
many different events. This way,
you can check the consistency
of the work and how they handle
different lighting situations.

l]{}id'T ir4l+i{[ THIS i#t:it i;"a{[r
Don't choose a photographer
according a certa n' package."

see many brides choose a
photographer based on an
agreementto shoot more hours
or the prom se of a few more
pr nts-even fthat photogra
pher wasn't the r f irst choice.
1 a ways inform br des to p ck
the personyou ove, even if you
know that it's going to cost you
a b t more oryou have to sett e

forfewer hours. I etthem know
that if it were me, I'd rather
havel00greatshotsthat can

put ntoan a bum ratherthan
thousands of med ocre rnages.
You'll never not ce the itt e extra
you spent 10 years down the
ine, butyou l definitely regret
notdoing tforyears fyou end
up w th subpar photography.

iir'ti.cf i*].ai{lr-S i'*fl S}iFi::[:.ft[*.lT:

I prov de a the standards in

weddrng photo{r;phy (br dals.
engagements, albums, website,
prints, merchandise, etc.). I

a so provide a few perks that
get some great buzz, such as
a s ide show that showcases
the weddlng day mages at the
recept on and even an iPad
oaded with weddlng photos
that goes w th the couple on
therrhoneymoon. Butal na I,

ike to think that my best serv ce
s my professronal approach
and abi ity to provide the best
experience possrb e from start
to fi nlsh.

l",rri:.j'l =Ai,l lrl1 lir;

'n;a:?i(fl$r Many times, brides
w I automat cal ywantto hrre
their f riend or sister's planner
No two brides think exact y
a ike,soyoushou d nterv ewa
few p anners to f nd the right f t.
Once you know you have qual
f ied candidates, it's really about
persona ity and communicat on
style. F na ly, decide what you
want from a planner. Every bride
has d fferent prioritjes, and fyou
nterview know ng what those
are,you wil knowwhen you have
met the right person.
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sent menta by nature and
have always been a problem

solver. I love belng alrle to be a
part o{ such a specra t me for
a coup e and us ng my ski 1s

to make it as memorable and
personal as poss ble. We are
a boutique-style p anning
company, and we on y select
between 12 to 15 couples to
work w th annua y. This careful
se ect on allows us to focus on
prov ding o d fash oned-sty e
serv ce based on each coup e's
specific needs. All of our cl ents
can counton usto bedeta ed,
organ zed, fun, creat ve, and
professiona . From there, the
rest of the r experience wi I

be complete y customized to
them. We have yet to offer the
same exper ence tw ce.
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MEREDITH STRODE
Nasher Sc!lpture Center

n a s he rsc u I ptu r.- c e nte r.a rg

Wl-{El* TO BoOK: One year out

!MPG*?ANT YHiNSE TO

*ONSIBEn; Caterer experi-
ence, lnclement weather
p ans, parking, secur ty and
other operational costs,
capac ties, time that mus c
or enterta nment must end
based on c ty ordrnance, and
smoking and tenting policies.

Tt{rr'iG5 Tc AVSrA: Don'.t
assume that the venLre staff

will act as planners, that
add ons are included, that the
entire venue ls avai able for
the same price as one Toom,
or that extendlng the event wii
not increase the cost.

AMENiTIES WE OFFEft: Adm]S-
sion, tables, chairs, tab eware
for up to 180 guests, secur ty
and Nasher staff members
on site for the event, Wolfgang
PuckCatering, and a istof pre
ferred vendors that includes
recommendat ons for every
thingf rom cakes to makeup
art sts and valet. We also have
stunning architecture and
soothingfountains-it's an
enchanting oas s in the mlddle
of the Da las Arts District.
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MARY-FRANCES HURT
DFW Events

dfweventstheblag.cam

Tli1if ihi'iHI EU$ir{il85:
15 years

*tlc* !EJ{$T t*t'{5 ?i3 Asli:
How much experience n the
industry do you have? What
is your pricrng structure? Do
you have vendor exclusivity
or can I choose the vendors I

want to work with? How many
weddings do you have around
my weddlng date? Willyou
have assistants with you on
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SARABETH
QUATTLEBAUM, CWP
Sarabeth Evenis

sarabethevents.cam
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Brides can save themselves
so much time and money by
hir ng a pianner f rst. Not only
dowe nstantlyknowwhat

the day of my wedding? Are
yourass stantsful tirneor
pari-time? Do you have a f lex
ible meeting scheduLe? Can
you show me exampies of your
planning tools (i.e., time lines,
budgets, t neraries)?

!ff!4*it{ T* Ei#*i{: Nine to 12

months in advance is best.

wF,i4:f :ffi AH*iii iis &tFi:f sIiiET:
We want our brides to have
the most m-^morab e wedding
day possible. We'll do anything
to make this a real ty for each
and every one of our c ients.
Our serv ce, creativlty, and
attention to detail are second
to none.

venue is right for them, we
also have the luxury of having
ndustry relationships, so we

can quick y f ind your dream-
come true venue in a matterof
minutes, f needed.

/ri"!/iT !"{:} 3r;i{; ls the planner
certlfied by a reputable
natrona organ zat on? How
many wedd ngs does the plan-
ner take in one month or one
weekend? Will the planner you
are interview ng be the "day

of" coord nator as well?

Ti.l:ftills lii H.i1i{}tei'r Don't feel
pressuredto s gn a contract n

the nit a meeting. lnterv ew
at least one other planner
before mak ng a dec sion. Try
to keep in mind you should
f nd a planner that comple
ments your weaknesses and
strengths. Find a pianner
who w ll isten to you and g ve
you cho ces based on past
recom rnendations.


